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USA, here I come!”
Welcome to the Korea WEST Plus Program!
The United States and the Republic of Korea share a great history of friendship and
cooperation. In recent years, people-to-people exchanges between the United States and South
Korea expanded substantially. For example, South Korea sends the highest number of students
per capita to the U.S. to study of any industrialized country. Educational exchanges include the
Fulbright exchange program the Korea WEST program that gives South Korean students the
opportunity to get to know the United States.
The Institute for International Education and Exchange (IIEEX), a division of the German
American Chamber of Commerce California, and Q International School are excited to welcome
you to the Korea WEST Plus Program. The program allows a qualifying university student to
enter the United States for a period of up to 12 months on a J-1 exchange visitor visa. Students
will study English, will do an internship, and travel for one month at the end of the program. The
language training includes traditional language lessons as well as coursework focusing on
American business practices, U.S. corporate culture, and general business management
aspects. Following the English language study, we, IIEEX (GACCC), will place program
participants in internships in almost all major U.S. cities based on the student's’ interests, field of
study and abilities.
We are looking forward to seeing you soon in the ‘finest city’ in the U.S. - San Diego, California!
Best regards,

Peggy Fleming
President and Responsible Officer
German American Chamber of Commerce California
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USA, here I come!”
1. SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, USA
A year-round sunny climate, a vibrant surf community and abundant beaches combined with a
great economic and academic environment make San Diego in the South of California a favorite
destination for young people from all over the world.

San Diego, California - where the beach meets

… the city

Our office is located in San Diego - a city embedded in one of the most active multi-national
trade regions in the world. San Diego was recently featured on National Geographic as the only
U.S. city in its acclaimed documentary series "World's Smart Cities". It was chosen for its strong
technology sector, local innovators, green practices, smart public planning and unparalleled
quality of life. Other selection factors included San Diego's size of population,
demographics/cultural diversity, livability, economy and business climate, educational
institutions, leadership and strong sense of community.

See documentary here: http://www.sandiego.org/campaigns/smart-city-san-diego.aspx
Institute for International Education and Exchange (IIEEX), a Division of the German American Chamber of Commerce California
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2. THE PROGRAM
Our Korea WEST Plus Program has three different components:
2 months of language training + Up to 10 months of internship + 1 month of travel.
We provide personalized support to the program participant from the time of application,
throughout the stay in the United States, and even after returning home. Korea WEST Plus
applicants must first undergo a screening process by the Korean Ministry of Education.
Students then apply for J-1 sponsorship with IIEEX (GACCC).
Applicants are required to submit a detailed current resume including the contact information of
previous internships in order to help IIEEX (GACCC) determine whether the program is in line
with the prior education of the program participant. In addition, reviewing the applicants’
resumes also allows IIEEX (GACCC) to further evaluate the student's foreign language skills.
Program coordinators will check whether the applicant possesses the required educational
background. Applicants must also send a reference letter from either a professor or a company
for which the applicant has interned or worked for in the past. After the assigned program
coordinator has thoroughly screened the applicant, any potential outstanding questions or
concerns about the application will be forwarded and brought to the attention of the Responsible
Officer (RO) at IIEEX (GACCC). Once there are no further concerns, a final decision can be
made by the RO or ARO about the J-1 sponsorship.
The language, communication and cultural training portion for IIEEX (GACCC)’s Korea WEST
Plus Program will take place at Q International School in San Diego, California. This language
training center is located in the heart of the city - in Downtown San Diego.
San Diego attracts tens of thousands of international students each year. Foreign students in
San Diego make up nearly 100 countries with China, India and South Korea representing
approximately half of all the foreign students. The University of California San Diego (UCSD)
attracts many South Korean students who represent 25% of the school’s international students.
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The language portion at Q International School in San Diego is followed by a professional
internship in a major U.S. city in one of the following categories:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Arts and Culture
Tourism
Management, Business, Commerce and Finance
Public Administration and Law
Information Media and Communications
The Sciences, Engineering, Architecture, Mathematics, and Industrial occupations

The internships in our host companies provide on-the-job exposure to techniques,
methodologies, and expertise, and enhance the intern's’ knowledge of the foreign culture and
society. Our program participants will take part in a structured and guided work-based internship
program in their specific academic field. Internship locations vary. Our host companies are
located in any metropolitan city throughout the USA.
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Living abroad is a unique opportunity to discover other cultures and to share your own culture.
The cross-cultural exchanges that result from such experiences are priceless and important.
This year abroad will give you the chance to grow personally and professionally. It is a great
opportunity to become more independent and take on responsibility for your actions and
decisions.
For the duration of the language training, Korea WEST Plus Program participants will enjoy the
benefits of one of the most popular cities for young people in the U.S. - San Diego. Sun all year
long is as close as you can get to paradise with surfing being one of the most popular reason
that international students arrive in San Diego.
What makes our program stand out is our attention to students from the time they get off the
plane to the last day of their stay in the U.S. We offer regular activities to help students adjust
to life in America and create life-long friendships.
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IIEEX (GACCC)’s qualified staff ensures the cultural exposure of all of our program participants
on an ongoing basis. This refers to:
● Pre-departure activities (establishing the right expectations early in the process and prior
to departure)
● Organizing off-site cultural and educational activities, i.e.
■ Football Game
■ Baseball Night
■ Taco Night or Potluck
■ July 4th Celebration
■ Thanksgiving Dinner
■ Chili Cook-Off
■ Italian Pasta Night

■ Beach BBQ
■ Monthly Game Nights
■ Birthdays of the Month
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Korea WEST Harbour Tour:

Visit to World Famous San Diego Zoo:

Participants are allowed to travel on their own during the program. If a participant wishes to
travel outside of the U.S., the participant must notify IIEEX (GACCC) and OSIT two weeks
in advance and receive an official travel validation by the sponsor. Details to be provided by
sponsor.
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3. THE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
Q International School is located in the vibrant area of Downtown San Diego called Little Italy,
which is home to many restaurants, cafés, and outdoor seating areas. It hosts many lively
events including a weekly farmers market, known as the Mercato. The neighborhood is very
safe and is a close walk to the famous Gaslamp area.
Little Italy boasts a diverse mix of local and international people in one welcoming community. Q
International School is an innovative, student-centered organization dedicated to inspiring
students to academic excellence while providing an appreciation of cultural diversity and a
foundation for personal growth.
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The high quality learning environment includes comfortable classrooms, student kitchens,
lounges, and computer labs. They also offer a coffee & tea cart outside the building, quiet
rooms, and a yoga studio for students. The main student lounge offers a large space for breaks
and also events, such as game nights and graduation ceremonies.
Students have access to a modern lounge area located throughout the school to rest, talk,
study, or even take a nap. The main student lounge offers a large space for breaks and also
events, such as game nights and graduation ceremonies. Two student kitchens equipped with a
refrigerator, microwave, sink, water stations, and utensils are available. Two computer labs that
serve as their very own TOEFL center can be used for study, homework, and test preparation.
Q teachers are more than just teachers, they are also mentors, coaches and teammates. Q
teachers always put their students’ needs first. At Q International School, students can expect to
receive individualized attention from kind and knowledgeable teachers. Many of the teachers
have taught abroad and have real world experiences that inspire beyond the classroom.
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Graduates - Q International School, San Diego, California

Team of Teachers - Q International School, San Diego, California
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After Korea WEST Plus students arrive in the United States, the language training program
starts on January 3, 2020 and ends on February 28, 2020, and will be featuring a
comprehensive curriculum focusing on building English language proficiency, and developing
interpersonal and professional skills necessary to succeed in any business environment.
Timetable Sample:

Time
8:45 –
10:15
10:15 –
10:30
10:30 –
12:45
12:45 –
1:30
1:30 – 2:20
2:20 – 2:30
2:30 – 3:20

LSV

Academic English
Tuesday
Wednesda
y
LSV
LSV

LSV

WS

Break

Break

Break

Break

Break

R&W

R&W

R&W

R&W

WS

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

GRA
Break
BUS

GRA
Break
BUS

GRA
Break
BUS

GRA
Break
BUS

Monday

Thursday

Friday

Course Levels:

Q Class Code
Level 100
Level 101
Level 102
Level 103
Level 104
Level 105
Level 106
Level 107
Level 108
Level 109

CEFR

TOEFL (iBT)

IELTS

0-18

1.0-1.5

19-29

2.0-2.5

A2

30-40

3.0-3.5

B1

41-64

4.0-4.5

B2

65-78

5.0-5.5

A1
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Level 110
Level 111
Level 112

C1
C2

86-120

6.0-7.0
7.5-9.0

Studying with tablets is the norm at Q International School. Being able to watch videos, listen to
recordings and interact with the e-book makes English classes fun and engaging. A unique
student app called Q Hub gives access to everything a student needs. Lessons are centered
around students using English in meaningful contexts.
Q International School provides students with a great variety of options - from intensive general
English programs to executive business English programs and vocational English programs.
With small classes and expert faculty, classes focus on reading, writing, listening and speaking.
Classes also focus on the key skills needed to be successful in college or university, but will
also prepare for the TOEFL exam.

Students are at the heart of all classes, and teachers take great care in making sure that each
student achieves his or her goals. Note: Participants must meet at least 85% of the attendance
requirement overall.
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4. INTERNSHIPS - FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO CHICAGO TO NEW YORK CITY
The successful completion of the language portion of the program will be followed by a
professional internship for up to 10 months in a major U.S. city.
In the last thirteen years, IIEEX (GACCC) has overseen the internship of more than 6,000
exchange visitors. Naturally, we have built an extensive network of host companies from all over
the world allowing us to place Korea WEST Plus Program participants in customized internships
that match their professional goals. We maintain a close relationship with many of our host
companies on a continuous basis. Participants are placed in approved host companies ranging
from small startups to medium sized businesses to multinational corporations.
Our host companies include but are not limited to Johns Hopkins University, SAP, Bosch,
Siemens, SIS International Research, Universal Motown, Dachser Transport of America,
Mercedes Benz, Hugo Boss Fashion, and AirBnB.

Our internships are located across the United States. Our experience in J-1 sponsorship
focuses on the following fields:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Arts and Culture
Tourism
Management, Business, Commerce and Finance
Public Administration and Law
Information Media and Communications
The Sciences, Engineering, Architecture, Mathematics, and Industrial occupations

Internships may be paid or unpaid. Payment and other factors vary based on the student’s
qualifications, language skills and field of studies as well as internship duration. Note: The first
internship will be arranged by the sponsor, and cannot be facilitated by the program participant.
It is of critical importance for us to ensure that the host company is fully aware of the primary
objective of the Korea WEST Plus Program which is for Korean students to gain practical work
experience in the U.S., to gain knowledge, and to promote cultural understanding. Our
companies understand that the purpose of the program is not to replace an American employee
Institute for International Education and Exchange (IIEEX), a Division of the German American Chamber of Commerce California
600 B Street, Suite 300, San Diego, California 92101
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or to fill labor shortages. We are experienced in and committed to providing guidance, support
and advice in order to make sure that the internship program is a success for both the host
company and the intern.
Furthermore, IIEEX (GACCC) firmly believes that the cultural component of our program is not
conveyed solely by us, but also by the host companies themselves. While it is understood that
this program has a labor component, host companies must also understand that this, first and
foremost, is a cultural program, and that the cultural education starts on-site at the host
company. This is after all where program participants spend most of their time.
Since inception, IIEEX (GACCC) has built an extensive network of host companies. The list
below shows a few of our host companies. The companies on the list are just examples of firms
IIEEX (GACCC) has worked with in the past. It is not a list participants can choose from for an
internship as eligibility for a particular company highly depends on the applicant's field and
qualifications.

Name of Host Company

City

Internship Fields

Badger Mapping
Avid Logistics
Crystal McKenzie
Vavi Sport & Social Club

San Francisco
Los Angeles
New York
San Diego

Brave New Films

Los Angeles

Thomas Jefferson Law School
M. Patricof Creative Group

San Diego
New York

Girard Securities
Taycor Financial
Alternative Strategies

San Diego
Los Angeles
San Diego

Kuehne & Nagel
Kuli Kuli Foods

U.S. wide
San Francisco

Open Road Integrated Media

New York

Genelux
Media Arts Center San Diego
New World Travel, Inc.
Working Media Group

San Diego
San Diego
Los Angeles
Los Angeles

Business
Management, Logistics
Management, Finance
Information Media &
Communications
Information Media &
Communications, Arts & Culture
Public Administration & Law
Arts & Culture, Information Media
& Communications
Finance
Finance, Management
Information Media &
Communications
Logistics, Business
Management, Business,
Commerce and Finance
Arts & Culture; Information Media
& Communications
Science, Business, Management
Arts & Culture
Tourism, Management, Marketing
Arts & Culture; Information Media
& Communications
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The Sheppard

Los Angeles

Mark English Architects
Fougeron Architecture
SAP Labs
Mercedes Benz

San Francisco
San Francisco
Palo Alto
Palo Alto

Wincor Nixdorf
PASS Consulting Group
Dachser Transport of America
Hugo Boss Fashion Inc.
Universal Motown

Austin
Miami
New York
New York
New York

Anna Sui

New York

Business, Arts & Culture,
Information Media &
Communications
Architecture
Architecture, Business
Science, Business, Management
Management, Business,
Commerce and Finance
IT, Management
Business, Management
Logistics, Business
Fashion Design, Business
Management, Business,
Commerce and Finance; Arts and
Culture
Fashion Design

Previous WEST Plus program participants were placed with the following host companies
throughout the U.S.
Name of Host Company

City

Internship Fields

Allied Millennial Partners

New York

Accounting / Finance

Andersen Tax

San Francisco

Accounting / Finance

Bosch Software Innovations, Corp. Chicago

International Business

Bridon-Bekaert The Ropes Group

Wilkes-Barre, PA

International Business

Center for Asian American Media

San Francisco

Marketing

Chesler & Associates

New York

Marketing / PR

Digipowers

San Francisco

Media design / Marketing

DL Music

Los Angeles

Marketing

ECE Department, University of
Connecticut

Storrs, CT

Electrical Engineering

Elastometall KY LLC

Frankfort, KY

International Business

EuroUSA Travel

Palm Beach, FL

Marketing / Communications

Go West Tours

San Francisco

Marketing

Kango Gift

Cambridge, MA

Image Processing

Liebherr USA Co

Newport News, VA Logistics

Institute for International Education and Exchange (IIEEX), a Division of the German American Chamber of Commerce California
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M&A Advisor

New York

International Business

Montana World Trade Center

Missoula, MT

Trade

Natural Energy Laboratory of
Hawaii Authority

Kailua-Kona, HI

Electrical Engineering

Office

San Francisco

Graphic Design

Particulate Solid Research, Inc.

Chicago

Chemical Engineering

Raymond Young Accountancy
Corporation

Fremont, CA

Accounting / Finance

Relief International

Washington DC

Human Resources

San Francisco Art Exchange

San Francisco

Business Administration

SIS International Research

New York

Market Research

SLAC National Accelerator
Laboratory, Stanford University

Menlo Park, CA

Chemical Engineering

Studio MDA

New York

Architecture

UNA-USA San Diego

San Diego

Communications

US Internat. Council on Disabilities Washington DC

Communications

Wedgewood Travel USA

Marketing

New York

As required by 22 CFR Part 62 our staff will carefully evaluate whether a potential host company
can provide the following to its intern:
1. Arrival orientation: Upon arrival, host companies must provide the intern with an orientation
on its product and services, departments, history, current projects, structure, company policies,
safety rules, purpose of the program and expectations. This will also give the host company a
chance to address any concerns the participant might have.
2. Assigning tasks on a regular basis: The host company must ensure that the intern is
appropriately introduced to, and provided with, the tasks, activities, and projects agreed upon.
The intern may not carry the full responsibility for any major task, project or assignment alone.
The host company must understand that purpose of the training is to gain practical experience,
to gain knowledge, and to promote cultural understanding, and, that the training is not designed
to replace an American employee or to fill labor shortages.
3. Access to equipment and trained personnel: The host company must provide equipment and
trained personnel in order for the intern to be able to perform the tasks agreed upon.
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4. Regular supervision: The host company must provide supervision to the intern on a regular
basis. Supervisors must give regular feedback on the activities, and a mid-term as well as a
final evaluation of the intern has to be given by both the intern and the host company.
5. Communication with IIEEX (GACCC): As outlined in the Host Company Agreement, the host
company must understand that IIEEX (GACCC) must be notified immediately if changes in the
outlined training occur. This includes but is not limited to changes of the dates or change of
supervisor. If the participant terminates training or stays absent from work, IIEEX (GACCC)
must be notified immediately.
6. In case of problems: The host company must immediately inform IIEEX (GACCC) of any
problems that affect the intern.
7. Outside employment: The host company must understand that it is illegal for the participant to
take on any outside employment. If the host company learns of such outside employment, it
must notify IIEEX (GACCC) immediately.
8. Stipend amount: IIEEX (GACCC) will evaluate if the host company is able to provide the
stipend amount agreed in the host company agreement.
In addition to carefully vetting the host company and reviewing the training outline, IIEEX
(GACCC) will do detailed research on the company via the Internet and other media sources.
IIEEX (GACCC) will conduct a personal phone interview with each supervisor. This allows us to
learn more about the host company, its products and services, and about the tasks which the
intern will perform. In addition, this ensures that the host company understands the purpose of
the program, and gives the supervisor the chance to ask further questions. IIEEX (GACCC) staff
will monitor the participant’s stay and internship progress in the United States on a continuous
basis.
Note: Successful completion of the program requires an internship duration of at least 24 weeks
for the first internship. Program participants have the opportunity to secure a second internship
on their own, and, if approved by IIEEX (GACCC), start their second internship shortly after the
first one (within 30 days maximum). The second internship has to be for a minimum period of 12
weeks, and the program participant has to contact IIEEX (GACCC) and OSIT early enough to
vet the second host company and prepare the paperwork. We recommend at least 2 months
prior to planned start date.
Program participants who wish to extend their internship at the first (and only) host company,
have that opportunity as well. An extension must be at a minimum of 8 weeks.
A second internship and an extension must address the development of more advanced skills or
a different field of expertise.
Institute for International Education and Exchange (IIEEX), a Division of the German American Chamber of Commerce California
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To live, train, and work in a new culture and business environment can be challenging. We
encourage our interns to learn about and to adapt to the new culture in order to make this
internship a success. Nevertheless, if they feel that there are aspects of the program that they
are unhappy with, participants are asked to contact us immediately. Furthermore, participants
will receive extensive orientation materials on how to deal with emergency situations.
Participants are required to call our 24-hour phone hotline if they have experienced a serious
medical emergency.

5. INTERNSHIP DESCRIPTIONS & TESTIMONIALS
“My internship company was a non-profit
organization providing an understanding of
the work and the principles of the UN in the
regional population. During my internship I
was employed in the Department
Administration and Communication. As a law
student I was mainly interested in the legal
aspects of journalism, international law and
the social media. My regular workday had
great variety and was enjoyable. I was able,
with the help of my supervisor and the
president of the organization, to work on
individual contracts. My expectations for the
internship were totally met. I learned a lot
about dealing with international law and the
work of lawyers and diplomats. These
experiences will enrich me a lifetime.”
Lisa R., United Nations Association,
San Diego
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“America's Finest City - this is how San Diego
describes itself and there is evidence
suggesting that this is not an exaggeration.
After I had decided to go to the U.S. I realized
quickly that it is difficult to apply directly for an
internship. Then I turned to the German
American Chamber of Commerce California
which provides internships in the United
States. They helped me throughout the
application process and found the placement
in San Diego within one week.” Catharina K.,
Alternative Strategies, San Diego

“For half a year I was able to work as an
intern in a small advertising agency. What I
have experienced and learned in that time,
you can not put into words. The people I got
to know and the experiences that I have
made, I do not want to miss. The environment
of my internship was very welcoming from the
start and I've always felt comfortable. I would
recommend an internship to anyone and you
may want to be sure I'll be back!” Sophia S.,
M Patricof Creative Group, New York City
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“My name is Josephine and I study Public
Management at the University of
Ludwigsburg. A few months ago, my friend
Sara and I took the great opportunity to
absolve a three-month internship abroad. We
decided to go to El Cajon, California. That
was definitely the best decision of the year,
well maybe the best decision of the last and
following five years. We had such an
awesome time in the sunshine state and the
city hall of El Cajon. One day we had the
chance to spend the whole day at the El
Cajon Fire Department. We were part of all
working processes and also of the real
operations. During our internship we joined
every City Council meeting. The picture
shows our last City Council meeting, where
we gave a speech in front of the mayor, the
City Council and the audience. The speech
was about our time at City Hall in El Cajon,
about our tasks and experiences. The mayor
and City Council gave us a certificate of
appreciation.” City of El Cajon, El Cajon
“As of two weeks ago I have had the
opportunity to fill a very important role as a
full-time intern at the Arthur R. Marshall
Foundation for the Everglades. The long
journey here has definitely been worth it! My
colleagues have been exceptionally
hospitable and generous with their time,
talents, and experience - especially the
volunteer coordinator Ana Maria. She has
taken great interest in the quality of my time
here by connecting me to the mission of the
foundation through first-hand experiences.
Ana has given me in-depth tours of the
Everglades including a canoe trip. Because of
those trips and tours my eyes have been
opened to an unfamiliar world and the bounty
of nature that - the Everglades.” Julia G.,
Arthur R. Marshall Foundation, Lake Worth,
Florida
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“My name is Rene and my goal was to spend
a semester abroad in America during my
studies. Thanks to the German American
Chamber of Commerce California I was able
to spend half a year in sunny San Diego in an
interesting company. From the outset, I
received all the relevant information from the
GACC CA with respect to a stay in the US
and what restrictions apply due to the visa.
Thus I was able to save on time and money.
Even after the conciliation stage, I always had
a contact person and felt all the time
consistently well cared for. The host company
is a management consulting firm specializing
in start-ups. From the beginning I was closely
integrated into the team and slowly
introduced to the extensive activities. In
retrospect I can only recommend this
experience and to take the step.” Rene H.,
CONNECT, San Diego

WEST Plus program participants 2016/17 also had great experiences during their internships as
you can read in their testimonials below.
“My supervisor and colleagues are very friendly. We occasionally hang out together after work.
My supervisor is really interested in my work and I feel I am really involved to the company.”
Minjee K., Kango Gift, Cambridge, MA
“They are really taking care of the
intern during the internship. Even
after the internship, they keep
good relationships, after interns
went back to their life. At first I
was not expecting to be placed to
this city and this company,
however, I feel I am the luckiest
person to have this internship
opportunity. Liebherr offers a
great environment to interns.
Since we have a lot of people
from Europe, I could experience
Institute for International Education and Exchange (IIEEX), a Division of the German American Chamber of Commerce California
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both, US culture and European culture. I could understand a diverse culture. On my birthday,
my supervisor came to the party to celebrate together. Also, coworkers and I spent time with
him for his birthday dinner. Because he understands how difficult living alone without friends is.”
Sujin K., Liebherr USA Co., Newport News, VA
“I think there is no class or gap between coworkers so that they can teach me from bottom to
top and they try to help with every detail. They are super friendly. Most of all, the coworkers are
amazing.”
Ahyoung C., Go West Tours, San Francisco
“They are always willing to help me with the problems I have. I am allowed to suggest any
ideas. And I have international intern colleagues to collaborate with. People in this company are
so nice and willing to help me learn. If they have any events they also ask me to join.”
Danbi Y., San Francisco Art Exchange, San Francisco
“I think there are many cultural differences between the US and my hometown. But I think
Americans are open to different cultures and help me to adapt to their culture as well.”
Daseul J., Bridon-Bekaert The Ropes Group, Wilkes-Barre, PA

6. LIVING IN THE U.S.
The U.S. with its 50 different states and over 320 million inhabitants is one of the most culturally
diverse countries in the world.
American culture thrives through its individualism, which means that everyone is responsible for
his own success. Through hard work each and everyone can become successful (“From rags to
riches”). This is a building block of the U.S. culture and can also be seen in its business life.
People are expected to show independency and ambition in everything they do. This might
sound tough but especially this business culture is a great place for foreign students and
graduates to get hands on experience and grow through challenges and opportunities.
Since the US is a country of immigrants, it offers a variety of food that barely any other country
can keep up with. From European and Asian, to South American cuisine, you can be sure to
find something to your taste. Experiencing new dishes and dive into unknown territories will
broaden your horizon a lot.
Whereas big parts of the American population is located in just a few very big cities on the East
and West Coast, you can find the “real American lifestyle” often in rather rural and less touristy
places. Even though these big cities offer a lot of free-time activities, you will always have to
deal with masses of people and should be aware that the costs of living can be far above U.S.
average. Prices of more than $1,000 per month for rent are not unusual in such cities.
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Housing
The type of accommodation you’re looking for, your personal budget, and the location of your
internship or training should help you determine where to begin your housing search. The earlier
you begin looking, the more options you will have and the easier it will be to find a place that is
right for you. While it may not be possible to find housing right next to your US company, it
should be within easy access to public transportation.
The following lists provide housing information in general as well as for specific cities such as
San Diego, San Francisco, New York and Los Angeles.
Please note that this guide does not cover all housing websites and concentrates on reasonable
and affordable short-term accommodation during your program. Inclusion in this handout is not
an endorsement, affiliation, or recommendation by IIEEX (GACCC).
Housing Information Sources in San Diego:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Craigslist – Classifieds: https://sandiego.craigslist.org/
The San Diego Reader – Classifieds: www.sdreader.com
EasyRoommate.com – Look for a roommate in the SD area:
www.easyroommate.com/california/san-diego-roommate
Sara’s Homestay – Host families in San Diego: www.sarahomestay.com
Sublet.com – Short-term apartments for rent:
https://www.sublet.com/city_rentals/sandiego_rentals.asp
San Diego Student Housing – Housing solutions for students/interns:
http://www.sandiego-studenthousing.com/
Offcampushousing101 – www.offcampushousing101.com
EasyExpat – Sublet or Roommates in Los Angeles (German language):
http://www.easyexpat.com/de/los-angeles/unterkunft/wg--mitbewohner-finden.htm
Kamo Housing – short term apartments in SD: www.kamohousing.com
San Diego State University Housing – http://go.sdsu.edu/housing/

Short-term Intern & Student Apartments
Name

Contact Details

Newport Place

1343 C Street, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-876-4592
Web: www.newportplace.com

Fifty Twenty-five

5025 Collwood Blvd, San Diego, CA
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Phone: 888-698-4197
Web: www.live5025.com
Golden Hill Place

905 20th Street, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-876-4582
Web: www.goldenhillplace.com

Villa Del Cerro Apartments

5757 College Ave, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-286-1777
Email: villadelcerrro02@aol.com

Sterling Alvarado Apartments

6625 Alvarado Road, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-286-3990
Web: www.sterlingalvarado.com

5811 Lindo Paseo

5811 Lindo Paseo, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-370-6605
Web: www.5811lindopaseo.com

Paseo Place

5665 Lindo Paseo, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-255-3000
Web: www.paseoplaceatsdsu.com

Residence Hotels
Studio 819

819 University Avenue, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-542-0819
Email: info@studio819.com
Web: www.studio819.com

Vantaggio Suites

1736 State Street, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-595-0111
Web: www.vantaggiosuites.com

Old Town Place

2377-2383 Jefferson Street, San Diego, CA
Phone: 858-490-6282
Web: www.oldtownplace.com

Hotel Occidental

410 Elm Street, San Diego, CA
Phone: 619-232-1336
Email: hoteloccidental@sbcglobal.net
Web: www.hoteloccidental-sandiego.com

PC Housing San Diego

Phone: 866-763-4564
Web:www.pchousing.com/locations.aspx?state=Calif
ornia&city=San_Diego
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Housing Information Sources in San Francisco:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Golden Gate University Housing Services:
www.ggu.edu/student_services/student_life/housing_services
Apartments.com – Apartments for rent: www.apartments.com/san-francisco-ca/
Craigslist – Classifieds: https://sfbay.craigslist.org/
EasyRoommate.com – Look for a roommate in the SF bay area:
www.easyroommate.com/california/san-francisco-roommate
Sara’s Homestay – Host families in San Francisco: www.sarahomestay.com
Sublet.com – Short-term apartments for rent:
https://www.sublet.com/city_rentals/sanfrancisco_rentals.asp
SF Homestay – Host families in San Francisco: www.sfhomestay.com
EasyExpat – Sublet or Roommates in San Francisco (German language):
http://www.easyexpat.com/de/san-francisco/unterkunft/wg--mitbewohner-finden.htm
SF Housing Services – student housing in SF: www.sfhousingservices.com
San Francisco State University – Off-campus housing resources: http://housing.sfsu.edu/

Residence Clubs
Vantaggio
Suites Turk
Street

835 Turk Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: 415-922-0111
Web: http://vantaggiosuites.com/locations/turk/

●

●
●
●

Park Hotel

The Herbert

USA Student
Residences

325 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Phone: 415-773-2070
Web:
http://sfohousing.com/our-property-item/property-3/

●

161 Powell Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: 415-773-2070
Web:
http://sfohousing.com/our-property-item/property-2/

●

711 Post Street, San Francisco, CA 94109
Phone: 415-359-9042
Web:

●

●
●

●
●

24 hour
controlled
Check-in
Housekeeping
High-speed
WiFi
Free breakfast
Refrigerator in
room
Housekeeping
High-speed
WiFi
Refrigerator in
room
Housekeeping
High-speed
WiFi
24 hour
controlled
Check-in
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www.usastudentrooms.com/index.html/index.html

●
●
●
●

Gaylord Suites

Kenmore Hotel

620 Jones Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: 415-673-8445
Web: www.gaylordsuites.com

●

1570 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94109
Phone: 415-776-5815
Web: www.kenmorehotelsf.com

●

●
●
●

●
●
●

Monroe Hotel

1870 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94109
Phone: 415-474-6200
Web: www.monroeresidenceclub.com

●
●
●
●

Taylor Hotel

615 Taylor Street, San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: 415-775-0780
Web: www.sanfrancisco-budgethotel.com

●
●
●
●

Lounge
High-speed
WiFi
Free breakfast
50-seat theatre
24 hour
controlled
Check-in
New bathrooms
Kitchenette
Housekeeping
Breakfast and
dinner included
Housekeeping
High-speed
WiFi
24 hour
security
Breakfast and
dinner included
Housekeeping
High-speed
WiFi
24 hour
security
Private
bathroom
High-speed
WiFi
Housekeeping
Free breakfast

Housing Information Sources in New York City:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Apartments.com – New York City classifieds: www.apartments.com
City Habitats New York – New York City classifieds: http://www.citihabitats.com/
Craigslist – Classifieds: https://newyork.craigslist.org/
EasyRoommate.com – Look for a roommate in the NYC area:
http://www.easyroommate.com/new-york/nyc-roommate
Furnished Dwelling – short-term housing, phone: 212-417-9217
Homestay NY - find and list New York homestay accommodation the easy way:
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●
●
●

https://www.newyorkhomestay.org/
HousingNYC.com – Housing classifieds: www.housingnyc.com/guide/classifieds.html
Sara’s New York Homestay – Host families in NYC: www.sarahomestay.com
Sublet.com – Short-term apartments for rent: http://newyorkcity.sublet.com/

NYC Residence Halls for Women
Name

Contact Information

Details

The Brandon

340 West 85th St., NY, NY 10024
Phone: 212-496-6901
Email: brandon@voa-gny.org
Web: www.thebrandon.org

●
●

432 West 20th St., NY, NY 10011
Phone: 212-929-5790
Email:
sacredheartresidence@hotmail.com
Web: www.sacredheartresidence.com

●
●
●
●

Includes 2 meals per day
Curfew ( Sun-Thur: 11pm,
Fri-Sat: 12am)
$1040 per month
$50 reservation fee

St. Mary’s
Residence

225 East 72nd St., NY, NY 10021
Phone: 212-249-6850
Email: stmarysres72@aol.com
Web: stmarysresidence.blogspot.com

●
●
●
●

By application only
$228-$245 per week
Maid service
24-hour security

Carmelite Sisters

249 West 14th St., NY, NY 10011
Phone: 212-242-8224
Fax: 212-242-7233

●
●

Includes 2 meals per day
$145 per week

Centro Maria
Residence

539 West 54th St., NY, NY 10019
Phone: 212-757-6989
Email: cenmariany@mindspring.com
Web:
http://centromaria.vzwebsites.com/

●
●

Includes 2 meals per day
$205-360 per week

The Webster
Apartments

419 West 34th St., NY, NY 10001
Phone: 212-967-9000
Fax: 212-268-8569
Web: www.websterapartments.org

●
●
●
●
●

Includes 2 meals per day
Maid service
$285 per week
Free wifi
Very popular, contact
early!

Sacred Heart

●
●

Includes 2 meals per day
$1023 to $1218 per
month
Minimum of 30 days
24-hour security
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NYC Residence Halls for Men
Kolping House

65 East 88th St., NY, NY 10128
Phone: 212-369-6647
Email: residence@kolpingny.org
Web:
http://www.kolpingny.org/hostel.cfm

●
●

1 meal per weekday
References required

NYC Residence Halls for Men & Women
New York Arts
Program

29th St. & 8th Ave., NY, NY 10001
Phone: 212-947-7369

●
●

Single, double, and quad
rooms
Communal kitchens and
lounges

NYU Associate
Program’s Summer
Housing Office

14A Washington Pl., NY, NY 10003
Phone: 212-998-4334
Web: www.nyu.edu/housing/summer

●
●

$169-368 per week
24-hour security

NYU Law School’s
Summer Housing

240 Mercer St., NY, NY 10012
Phone: 212-998-6512
Web:
www.law.nyu.edu/housing/summerhous
ing

●
●
●

24-hour security
Front desk services
High-speed WiFi

Penington Friends
House

215 East 15th St., NY, NY 10003
Phone: 212-673-1730
Email: peningtonfriends@yahoo.com
Web: www.penington.org

●
●

Includes 2 meals per day
24-hour security

International House

500 Riverside Dr., NY, NY 10027
Phone: 212-316-8436
Email: admissions@ihouse-nyc.org
Web: www.ihouse-nyc.org

●
●
●
●

24-hour security
Gym, pub,
computer lab, and dining
room
$815-1355 per month

92nd Street
Residence

1395 Lexington Ave., NY, NY 10128
Phone: 212-415-5660
Email: 92YResidence@92y.org
Web: http://www.92y.org/residence

●
●
●
●
●
●

Apply early
$250 registration fee
$1400-$1850 per month
24-hour security
High-speed WiFi
Gym and cafe

Educational

Phone: 800-297-4694

●

East Side
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Housing
Services

Web: www.studenthousing.org
Many housing locations – see website
for details

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Residence
Cathedral Gardens
Clark Street
Residence
Plimpton Hall
Residence
The St. George
Residence
The Marymount
Manhattan College
The New Yorker

Housing Information Sources in Los Angeles:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Oakwood Worldwide – Temporary apartments:
http://www.oakwood.com/area/properties/US/CA/Los-Angeles.html
UCLA Community Housing Office – Sublet and Roommate Listings:
www.data.cho.ucla.edu/cfapps/mainpublic.cfm
UC Irvine – Student Housing: www.housing.uci.edu/summer
Craigslist – Classifieds: https://losangeles.craigslist.org/
EasyRoommate.com – Look for a roommate in the LA area:
http://www.easyroommate.com/california/los-angeles-roommate
Sara’s Homestay – Host families in Los Angeles: www.sarahomestay.com
Sublet.com – Short-term apartments for rent: http://losangeles.sublet.com/
Westside Rentals – Find local LA apartments: www.westsiderentals.com
Fashion Institute of Design – Independent Housing:
www.fidm.edu/en/admissions/housing/independent+housing
EasyExpat – Sublet or Roommates in Los Angeles (German language):
http://www.easyexpat.com/de/los-angeles/unterkunft/wg--mitbewohner-finden.htm
Zuma Housing – short term apartments in LA: www.zumahousing.com

Residence Halls for Women
Name

Contact Information

Details

Alpha Epsilon Phi
Sorority
House

632 Hilgard Ave, Los Angeles 90024
Phone: 310-476-9169
Email: aephihousing@aol.com

●

Alpha Psi House

638 Hilgard Ave, Los Angeles 90024

●
●

Dorm-style
accommodation
Includes 14 meals per
week
High-speed WiFi
Laundry facilities

●

Dorm-style

●
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Association

Phone: 310-208-5056
Email: alphapsihousing@yahoo.com

●
●
●

accommodation
Incl. 14 meals/week
High-speed WiFi
Laundry facilities

Residence Halls for Men & Women
The Claremont
Hotel

1044 Tiverton Ave, Los Angeles 90024
Phone: 800-266-5957
Web:
http://www.claremonthotelwestwood.com

●
●

●
Hillside Residence
Hall

840 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles 90024
Phone: 310-208-6544
Email: hillside_la@yahoo.com

●
●
●

500 Landfair Ave, Los Angeles 90024
Phone: 310-208-8242
Email: uchaweb@earthlink.net
Web: www.uchaonline.com

●

Universal Student
Housing
Apartments
& Homestays

424 Kelton Ave, Suite 514, Los Angeles
90024
Phone: 310-824-4908
Email: contact@usaish.com
Web: www.usaish.com

●

Student
International
Housing, Inc.

2204 W. Torrance Blvd, Suite 101-A
Phone: 310-320-4700
Email:
studentinternationalhousing@yahoo.com
Web: www.studentinternationalhousing.com

●

Westwood Village
Apartments

1033 Hilgard Ave, Los Angeles 90024
Phone: 310-208-4454
Email:
westwoodvillageapartments@mosscompan
y.com
Web:
www.westwoodvillageapartmenthomes.com

●

University
Cooperative
Housing
Association

●
●

●

●

●
●

Suite-style
Reservations must
be made by phone,
fax or post, no email
High-speed WiFi
Dorm style
accommodation
Includes 18 meals
per week
PC lab & Rec rooms
Dorm style
accommodation
Includes 19 meals
per week
Computer Lab &
Recreation rooms
Furnished
accommodation
1-2 meals per day
available (in
homestays)
Homestay
accommodations
1-2 meals per day
available

Luxury furnished
apartments
Maid service
Swimming pool,
sauna and fitness
center
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7. INSURANCE
The following table gives an overview of IIEEX’s health insurance plan.
Plan Benefits

Coverage Amount

US Coverage

Included

Medical Maximum

$100,000 per person, per occurrence

Deductible

$100 per person, per period of coverage

ER Deductible

$250 for illness and not admitted

Coinsurance

After you pay the deductible, the plan pays
100% to the medical maximum

Outpatient Medical Expenses

100% of usual, reasonable and customary

Hospital Room and Board

100% of usual, reasonable and customary

Intensive Care

100% of usual, reasonable and customary

Dental (Accident Coverage)

To a maximum of $500

Emergency Medical Evacuation/ Repatriation

$100,000 (in addition to medical maximum)

Return of Mortal Remains $50,000

$50,000

Local Ambulance

$5,000

Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D)

$10,000

Assistance Services

Included

Benefit Period

180 days

The travel insurance plan provided by IIEEX to Korea WEST program participants comes with a free review period, which is the time
between registration and departure day. This allows for reviewing the policy, understanding the coverages, and determining whether
the plan will meet the traveler's needs. The traveler cannot return the travel insurance policy for a refund if he or she has already
started the trip. During the review period, the insurance policy can be cancelled with or without reason. Typically a cancellation
occurs when the plan won’t meet a traveler's specific needs or the entire trip has to be cancelled. After the free review period, the
policy is considered in effect and the traveler will be subject to the travel insurance plan rules. There is no administrative fee for the
cancellation during the review period, and the traveler will receive a full refund. Cancellations received after the review period will not
be eligible for a refund. Cancellations will be accepted in writing only and all refund requests must be made by the traveler
him-/herself. To cancel a travel insurance policy during the free review period, an email (west@iieex.org) or letter must be sent to
IIEEX. Please include your first and last name and your policy number. There is no need to explain the reason for cancellation. The
refund will be made in the same mode of payment used while booking.
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8. WHO TO CONTACT IN CASE OF PROBLEMS
You can always speak with a representative of the GACC California office at +1 619 795 3270
including but not limited to:
• General information about the program and housing
• Social Security Card
• Intern/host concerns
• Loss of DS-2019 form and/or I-94 form
• Loss of passport
• Internship assignment
In case of emergency: First, call 911 for the police, fire department or an ambulance. Make sure
you answer all questions clearly and complete. Do not be afraid to approach the police at any
time. If you are lost and see a policeman nearby, ask for directions. Then, contact us at our
emergency hotline (+1) 888 536 1323 in case of a medical emergency, an arrest or victim of a
crime.
In case of sexual harassment and domestic violence: O
 SIT and GACC California take sexual
harassment, abuse and domestic violence very seriously.
If you are in danger, call 911.
Please contact OSIT and us immediately of you are a victim or are at risk of being a victim. Also,
understand the signs of abuse. Learn more:
https://www.thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/abuse-defined/
Other sources to request help:
1. National Domestic Violence 24-hour hotline: 1-800-799 7233
About: Operating around the clock, seven days a week, confidential and free of cost, the
National Domestic Violence Hotline provides lifesaving tools and immediate support to enable
victims to find safety and live lives free of abuse. Callers to The Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE
(7233) can expect highly trained, experienced advocates to offer compassionate support, crisis
intervention information and referral services in more than 200 languages. Visitors to this site
can find information about domestic violence, safety planning, local resources and ways to
support the organization. https://www.thehotline.org/
2. Asian & Pacific Islander Institute on Domestic Violence: 1-2002-543-5566; www.nnedv.org
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9. OUR RESPONSIBLE AND ALTERNATE RESPONSIBLE OFFICERS

Peggy Fleming
Responsible Officer (RO)
600 B Street, Suite 300
San Diego, CA 92101
Email: west@iieex.org

Katrien Maes
Alternate Responsible Officer (ARO)
600 B Street, Suite 300
San Diego, CA 92101
Email: west@iieex.org

Peggy Fleming is the President of IIEEX and the
German American Chamber of Commerce
California where she leads the transatlantic
business and exchange programs. She believes in
the idea of combining the wonderful potential of all
countries worldwide in order to further learning,
job growth and prosperity. GACC California, under
leadership of Ms. Fleming, is committed to the
promotion of art and science by sponsoring
various school and university projects worldwide.
Ms. Fleming is a long-time advocate of
educational and cultural exchange and firmly
believes that cultural exchange is one of the most
important diplomacy tools available to us.
Previously, Ms. Fleming was the Executive
Manager of Metabolic Balance, Inc., an
international health company that originated in
Isen nearby Munich, Germany and now is present
in more than 35 countries. Ms. Fleming received a
Bachelor Degree in Business Administration from
Germany as well as an MBA from the California
International Business University in San Diego.
Katrien Maes has a BA in International Relations
from James Madison College at Michigan State
University. She received her Master’s degree in
International Public Policy from Johns Hopkins
University School of Advanced International
Studies. Both her personal and professional
career have always had an international focus
given her Belgian background. Ms. Maes has
worked in an international capacity at Discovery
Channel International and Johns Hopkins
University SAIS -Center for Transatlantic
Relations. She speaks Dutch, French and
Spanish. Ms. Maes finds the work with EVP
participants and their host companies in the
context of the DOS-regulated Exchange Visitor
Program to be highly rewarding.
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Samantha Norton
Alternate Responsible Officer (ARO)
600 B Street, Suite 300
San Diego, CA 92101
Email:west@iieex.org

Because of her experience in and passion for
foreign exchange, Ms. Norton will take on the role
of the Alternate Responsible Officer for this
program. Samantha is an International Career
Development Manager with the German American
Chamber of Commerce California (GACC CA).
Samantha received a B.A. in German from San
Francisco State University in 2017, successfully
completing a full-time internship at the German
American Chamber of Commerce in San
Francisco, alongside her full-time studies. Shortly
after graduating she began a traineeship with
GACC CA and quickly worked her way up within
the organization. Samantha has a strong interest
in International Relations, holding American and
Peruvian dual citizenship, and she is able to
speak Spanish, German and Portuguese. Ms.
Norton is an avid reader and enjoys Powerlifting in
her free time.
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10. PROGRAM FEES
As a 501(c)3 non profit public-charity educational organization we are dedicated to offer an
affordable program for international students looking to live abroad and develop their
professional skills.
The program fees for the Korea WEST Plus Program are structured as follows:
Tuition Fee

$2,600

Internship Placement Fee

$1,540

Sponsorship Fee

$1,450

Application Fee

$250

SEVIS Fee

$180

Insurance

$580 (365 days)

Total Fee:

$6,600

Not included in the program fee are:
• Airfare
• Taxi or similar services
• Housing and rental deposit
• Meals
• Daily living expenses
• Winter/summer clothing
• Costs for Excursions
• Embassy Fee
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